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Distribution of the Earth’s water

Worksheet



Fill in the gaps with suitable words.

The Earth’s water resources comprise saline ocean water and ....1........................... or sweet water. 

Fresh water is a renewable source, the world’s supply of groundwater is steadily ..2....................... .

97 % of water resources is salty ocean water. About 70 % of fresh water occurs  in icecaps and 

..3..................... 30% is groundwater in …4………… and underground streams. Surface water makes up 0.3 % of the Earth water resources and includes water from lakes or rivers (89%) and .5........................................... (11%).
Fresh water has low concentration of ..6................................. salts and other solids. The term excludes brackish water, but includes mineral-rich water such as ..7........................................ springs.

The source of fresh water is ..8............................................ from the atmosphere in the form of rain, ..9......................................... and .10..................................... . Precipitation contains dissolved materials from the atmosphere. In industrialized  areas .11................................... rain contains oxides of ..12.................................. and ..13......................................... which are formed from burning of fossil .14................................................. in cars and factories. Acid rain can cause ...15................................. of lakes and rivers.

People use fresh water in household, agriculture, industry as well as for .16................................. and environmental activities. The use of fresh water for irrigation and industrial applications has adverse ..17............................................. on ecosystems. Chemical .18.......................................... of fresh water also damages ecosystems.

Agriculture consumes the most of fresh water. Changes in landscape for the use of agriculture – ..19.....................................................  of trees  and soil – changes the flow of fresh water  and affects the fresh water .20....................................... .
Fresh water is a .21........................................ and variable natural resource. Fresh water can only be replenished in the process of water cycle, in which the water from seas, lakes, forests and land ..22......................................................, forms clouds and returns as ..23........................................ . However, more fresh water is .24.................................................. through human activities than is naturally restored. This may result ..25....................... reduced fresh water availability from surface and underground sources.
The causes of the decrease in the fresh water supply include the increase in .26...............................  through increasing life expectancy and increase in ..27....................................... water use.

Also fresh water is distributed unevenly. Some countries, like Canada, have an 28.............................. supply of fresh water. India, which population is 30 times larger than that of Canada, has only 10% of the world’s fresh water supply.

One in 8 people in the world does not have ..29 ………….to clean water. The stress on safe water availability is increasing. A .30................................ of water will affect sanitation, health and production of food crops.

It is vital to use water in a prudent manner. Local communities need to plan the use of fresh water.

